[Peripheral neuropathy due to N-hexane in a drug addict (author's transl)].
After voluntary inhalation of a domestic solvent containing N-Hexane and N-Heptane for three months, a 23-year-old woman developed motor deficit of the lower limbs, sensory symptoms and areflexia. Clinical disorders continued to progress after discontinuation of the intoxication, with a parallel aggravation of the E.M.G. disturbances. A nerve biopsy with ultrastructural study showed axon dilatation with accumulation of neurofilaments. The clinical, electrophysiological and pathological features of neuropathies induced by hexacarbon solvents are reviewed and their pathogenesis is discussed.